
  The Third Sorrowful Mystery  

The crowning of thorns 

 
Take time to pray with the Sorrowful Mysteries reflecting on the 

scripture verses with each recitation of the Hail Mary. 

1. Jesus answers Pilate that He is a king, but His kingdom is not 

of this world. Jn. 18:36 

2. In mockery the soldiers place a crown of thorns on His head. 

Mt. 27:29 

3. They put a reed in His right hand, a symbol of authority. Mt. 

27:29 

4. They kneel before Him in derision: “Hail, King of the Jews.” 

Mt. 27:29 

5. They spit on Him and taking the reed, strike Him on the head. 

Mt. 27:30 

6. Pilate presents Jesus to the crowd and says “Behold the Man.” 

Jn. 19:5 

7. The crowd shouts: “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Jn. 19:6 

8. Pilate asks: “Shall I crucify your King?” Jn. 19:15 

9. They respond: “We have no king but Caesar.” Jn. 19:15 

10. “Though He was harshly treated, He submitted, and opened 

not His mouth.” Is. 53:7 

 

Now we turn our attention to how the members of the Sanhedrin carefully 

plot their next move. They have condemned Jesus to death, but they do not 

have the authority to carry out capital punishment; they must work with the 

Roman governor Pontius Pilate and convince him to crucify Jesus.   

 

Pilate quickly recognises that Jesus is innocent, but when the chief priests 

keep the pressure on him, Pilate sends Jesus off to be scourged and crowned 

with thorns, hoping that will placate the Jewish leaders.  

 

Pilate asks “What is truth?” He fails to recognise objective truth and rather 

acts on his own version of truth.   When they start threatening Pilate, saying, 

“If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend” (John 19;12), it is more 

pressure than Pilate can bear.  As a result of his relativism, and to protect his 

own reputation and career, he sends the innocent Jesus off to be crucified.   

 

 

Christ Crowned with Thorns, Matteo Di Giovanni, The National Gallery 

 THE TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 

Jesus is condemned to death 

 

 



 

Use this space to write down any phrases or words that stand out 

from the scripture text or make notes on something that captures 

your attention from the video.   
 

PERSONAL REFLECTION DURING THE WEEK AHEAD.  

Reflect 

Pilate tries to ease his conscience by “washing his hands” and attempting 

to put the responsibility for Christ’s death on the Jewish crowds.  He says, 

“I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood; see to it yourselves” 

(Matthew 27:24)   

Think of a time when you did something wrong and tried to rationalise 

your sin or blame other people for it.  Perhaps it was something a long 

time ago.  Or maybe it is something you are doing right now: the way 

you treat your spouse, something you said to a relative or colleague, or a 

certain behaviour you tend to justify.   

Commit  

First, take a moment to prayerfully tell Jesus you do not want to be like 

Pilate.  You do not want to shirk off responsibility for what you have 

done.  Tell Jesus what you have done and that you are sorry.  Then ask 

for the grace to take this sin to Jesus in the sacrament of reconciliation.  If 

your sin has hurt someone else, find a way to tell that person you are 

sorry if you can.   

Pray  

An Act of Contrition prayer helps us take full responsibility for our sins, 

expressing sorrow for how we have offended God and hurt others.  Ask 

God for his forgiveness and for his grace to help us avoid sin in the 

future.   Here is one version you may consider: 

My God,  

I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.   

In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good,  

I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. 

I firmly intend, with your help,  

to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.   

Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for us.  

In his name, my God, have mercy.   
The English translation of the Act of Contrition from Rite of Penance 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  (ICEL) 


